
Overview

The City of Ipswich is the geographic centre of 
SEQ. It’s located 40min south west of Brisbane 
CBD and 70min north west of Gold Coast CBD. 
It is a key Regional Economic Corridor located 
centrally between the major rural production 
area and the metropolitan centre and serviced 
by a heavy rail network and major road arterials. 
Ipswich is a city of strong heritage and history 
that in recent years has been experiencing a 
rapid social and economic evolution. 

Population

The population of Ipswich is projected to grow 
by more than 160% from 2016 to 2041. That is 
by far the largest population growth of any region 
in South East Queensland. This high population 
growth has encouraged Queensland’s fastest

Brisbane 
West

“Our growth statistics show 
Ipswich is consistently ranked 
as one of the fastest growing 
cities in Queensland and in the 
top 10 nationwide. The latest 
figures show that 15 more 
people are moving to Ipswich 
every day.”

-  Ipswich Mayor Teresa Harding 2020

 Times and distances indicative only.

Population 2041

557,649 
(QGSO Projected Population, 2018 )

Population 2019

222,307
(2019 ABS ERP)

Projected Growth

150.9% 
(Estimated Population Increase 2019-2041)

Population Growth 

29.1%
(2011-19 ABS ERP)

average annual dwelling growth projection to 
occur in Ipswich at a rate of 4.5% p.a. between 
2016 to 2041. This will be an increase of approx 
145,500 new dwellings during this 25 year period.

https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/business/economic-development/why-ipswich
https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/111080/Economic-and-Workforce-Development-Plan.pdf
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2015/6/24/moreton-bay-new-draft-planning-scheme-approved-for-public-consultation
https://www.ipswichfirst.com.au/ipswichs-top-growth-spots-in-2020/
https://www.qgso.qld.gov.au/issues/5276/qld-population-projections-regions-reports-local-government-areas-sa2-report-2018-edn.pdf
https://economy.id.com.au/ipswich/population
https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/about_council/its-your-council/statistics_facts
https://economy.id.com.au/ipswich/population
https://www.qgso.qld.gov.au/issues/8376/qld-government-dwelling-projections-2018-edn.pdf
https://riverviewestate.com.au


Ipswich Economy

Ipswich is leading the way through growth, 
innovation, investment and a record of economic 
achievement with double the state and national 
GRP growth average. The city’s economy is 
underpinned by $9B worth of business, a 93% 
growth in production since 2001, with billions of 
dollars in projects underway or pending.

City of Ipswich GRP

$9.77 Billion

5 Year GRP Growth

10.14%

Traditional industries are in advanced transition 
as digital technology, dynamic markets and 
sustainable practices push innovation and 
improvement. Ipswich businesses are leading 
this progress across many sectors including 
Defence, Biofutures, Advanced Manufacturing, 
Food Production, Transport and Logistics, 
Construction and Health.

Largest Business Sectors

Budget Capital Works

$232 Million

Budget 2020-2021

$603.4 Million

(NIEIR 2019)

(NIEIR 2015-2019)

$14.9 Million 
for parks, sport & 

environment 

$39.5 Million 
for asset 

rehabilitation

$124 Million 
Nicholas St - Ipswich 

Redevelopment

$13 Million 
for strategic 

transport projects

101,157 
Jobs 2026

In 2019 there were 9,911 local businesses in 
Ipswich. The number of employed persons in 
January 2020 was 169,200, an increase of 8,100 
employed persons, or 5.0% over the year. From 
2016 to 2041 an additional 61,000 new jobs will 
be created in Ipswich to supply the population 
demands. Future local employment is estimated 
to reach a total of 101,157 jobs by 2026. 

Local Employment Growth

77,949 
Jobs 2019

Ipswich City Council Budget

Economy

https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/business/economic-development/local-business-growth
https://economy.id.com.au/ipswich/gross-product
https://economy.id.com.au/ipswich/gross-product
https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/business/economic-development/key-industry-sectors
https://ipswich.infocouncil.biz/Open/2020/06/CO_20200630_MIN_2658_EXTRA_files/CO_20200630_MIN_2658_EXTRA_Attachment_9607_1.PDF
https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/131328/Budget-at-a-Glance-2020_A4_Web.pdf
https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/131328/Budget-at-a-Glance-2020_A4_Web.pdf
https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/111080/Economic-and-Workforce-Development-Plan.pdf
http://economy.id.com.au/ipswich/local-jobs
http://economy.id.com.au/ipswich/local-jobs
https://riverviewestate.com.au


The City of Ipswich is recognised as one of 
Australia’s primary defence regions with significant 
Australian Defence Force representation, an 
extensive industry network, established skilled 
workforce and a demonstrated capacity for growth 
and innovation. Defence is the second largest 
industry sector in Ipswich by terms of export value 
and more than 10% of all jobs are supported by 
the defence industry and its supply chain.

RAAF Base Amberley is Australia’s largest 
military air base, contributing over 7,400 local 
jobs and over $565 million in direct regional 
expenditure each year. The Base is undergoing 
a $1.3 billion expansion with the C-17A 
maintenance facility now complete and 10 other 
projects due to take place at the base by 2021. 

RAAF Base Expansion

Defence 
& Industry

Redbank Centre of Excellence

Rheinmetall Defence Australia is the successful 
tenderer for the Australian Government’s $5.2B 
LAND 400 Phase 2 contract. As a result the new 
$170M (MILVEHCOE) Military Vehicle Centre of 
Excellence has been built on an 11ha site within 
the Redbank Motorway Estate. The project will 
deliver the next generation 211 Boxer combat 
reconnaissance vehicles which will create 
more than 450 jobs and contribute $1B to the 
economy in the first 10 years. Rheinmetall has 
also been shortlisted for the $10B-$15B LAND 
400 Phase 3 contract that will deliver up to 400 
infantry fighting vehicles for the Australian Army.

Willowbank

Swanbank

Citiswich

Major Business 
& Industrial Parks 

Ipswich is unlike most regions 
as it still has a robust and 
growing, manufacturing sector 
worth more than $1 billion a 
year. The city has 14 major 
industrial and business parks 
and is aggressively targeting 
national and international 
logistics, warehousing and 
manufacturing companies.

Defence Export Value

$1.41 Billion 2017/18

Walker Corporation’s $1B 350ha Business Park 
In 2019 over $100M in new developments
New tenants Costco, TAE Aerospace & Mylan

$570M Enterprise Park, 492ha of industrial land
Forecast to create 15,000 jobs at full capacity
New $400M REMONDIS Energy Facility in 2024

Future 560ha Major Industrial Precinct
$73.7M Stage 1: 100ha, lots 8000m2 - 20ha
Stage 1 will deliver over 2,500 jobs by 2035 

Defence Workforce

10% of Jobs in Ipswich 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5uiBsX8VjY
https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/icc/publications/defence-ipswich-strategic-summary//files/assets/common/downloads/Defence%20Ipswich%20Strategic%20Summary%202018-2023.pdf?uni=021668275cbd0ec5db276eeef3958320
http://www.defenceindustries.qld.gov.au/land/latest-news.html
https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/business/economic-development/key-industry-sectors
https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/about_council/media/articles/2020/jobs-set-to-flow-into-ipswich-as-defence-swells
https://www.walkercorp.com.au/industrial/citiswich/
https://www.citiswich.com.au/news/2019/07/24/land-sales-go-into-overdrive/
https://www.citiswich.com.au/news/2019/07/24/land-sales-go-into-overdrive/
https://www.avid.com.au/development/swanbank-enterprise-park-ipswich-qld/
https://www.avid.com.au/development/swanbank-enterprise-park-ipswich-qld/
https://www.energyfromwaste.com.au
https://industrial.edq.com.au/Future-industrial-estate-releases
http://www.rdaiwm.org.au/2020/03/05/new-5m-ipswich-defence-industry-hub-geared-up-for-business-recruits/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zK8WCHPer2c
https://riverviewestate.com.au


New Yamanto Town Centre New Coles Distribution Centre

Coles is spending $950 million fitting out two 
huge state-of-the-art automated warehouses 
including one in Redbank that is expected to 
create 100’s of jobs and be completed in 2022.

Yamanto Central is Stage 1 of the planned 22.5ha 
Yamanto Town Centre. The $135 million centre will 
host a Coles, Kmart and 50 specialty stores and is 
expected to create up to 200 new jobs in 2021.

Commercial
Development

The $250 million Ipswich Central redevelopment 
project will see Nicholas St become a highly 
sought-after retail, dining and entertainment 
destination in the heart of Ipswich. The new 
Ipswich Central Library and civic plaza are set 
to open in October 2020, with completion of the 
new dining and retail precincts by mid-2021.

Ipswich CBD Redevelopment

Sekisui’s 40ha masterplan for Ripley Town 
Centre will offer healthcare, education, retail,  
commercial, recreational, community and 
sporting facilities to support the 133,000 new 
residents forecast by 2036. The $40 million, 
Stage 1 opened in May 2018, offering a 9,000m2 
marketplace themed centre with a full line Coles 
supermarket and 20 speciality stores. 

Ripley Town Centre

Springfield Masterplan

Springfield is Australia’s largest masterplanned 
city. The CBD contains commercial, retail, 
educational, health and technology facilities. 
It is home to Mirvac’s Orion shopping centre, 
and has an alliance with ENGIE to make Greater 
Springfield a net zero energy city by 2038.

52,000 
Jobs by 2030

2.6 Million m² 
Mixed Use Space

$17 Billion 
Project Investment

$85 Billion 
Completion Cost

 $1.5 Billion 
 Masterplan

20,000  
Future Jobs

1 Million m² 
Mixed Use

https://www.commercialrealestate.com.au/news/coles-puts-1b-into-state-of-the-art-sydney-and-brisbane-distribution-centres-61893/
https://www.yamantocentral.com.au
https://www.nicholasst.com.au
https://www.sekisuihouse.com.au/news/1-5b-visionary-masterplan-for-ripley-town-centre
http://www.greaterspringfield.com.au/town-centre-plan/
https://www.greaterspringfield.com.au/commercial/
https://www.greaterspringfield.com.au/us/key-facts-about-springfield/
https://ripleytowncentre.com.au/vision/
https://ripleytowncentre.com.au/vision/
https://ripleytowncentre.com.au/vision/
https://ripleytowncentre.com.au/vision/
https://riverviewestate.com.au
https://riverviewestate.com.au


Transport 
& Medical

Ipswich Motorway Upgrade

The eastern end of the Ipswich Motorway 
between Rocklea and Darra is undergoing a 
$400 million upgrade. Stage 1 covers a 3km 
section upgrading from 4 to 6 lanes between 
Granard Rd, Rocklea, and Oxley Rd, Oxley. 
Construction completion is due in early 2021.

Motorway Upgrade

$400 Million

Future Rail Extension

$1.4 Billion

Priority Transport Projects

The Council of Mayors’ (SEQ) People Mass 
Movement Study has identified several key 
future projects to address population growth 
and transport demand in Ipswich.

Ipswich Hospital Upgrade

Construction is due to start late 2020 on the 
$146.3 million Stage 1A Ipswich Hospital 
redevelopment. It will include a new 50-bed 
mental health unit, MRI suite, outpatient facility 
and integrated community health care centre. 

$1.88 Billion Warrego Highway Upgrade:
Dinmore to Toowoomba

“In 15 years, there will be twice the number 
of residents in Ipswich, and my government is 
making sure that the Hospital can deliver the 
region’s health care needs well into the future.”
 
- QLD Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk 2018

Health City Springfield Central is a designated 
health precinct incorporating the 80-bed Mater 
Private Hospital Springfield, Aveo Group’s 2,500 
retirement units integrated with allied health 
facilities and future stages yet to be realised. 

Health City Masterplan

$6 Billion 
Total Masterplan

52 Hectare 
Health Precinct 

$1.4 Billion Ipswich to Springfield Rail Line:
Urban passenger rail sections Ripley to 
Ipswich via Yamanto & Springfield to Ripley

$1.7 Billion Faster Rail Network: Brisbane to 
Ipswich Central, travel times reduced by 66%

https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects/Ipswich-Motorway-Rocklea-to-Darra-Stage-1-Granard-Road-to-Oxley-Road
https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects/Ipswich-to-Springfield-Public-Transport-Corridor-Study
https://www.ipswichfirst.com.au/ipswich-priorities-included-47-projects-that-will-unlock-seq-transport-congestion/
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.ipsw-shapeyouripswich.files/9815/9366/4562/20062020_West_Moreton_Health_Fact_Sheet_Masterplan.pdf
https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects/warrego-highway-east-master-plan-dinmore-to-helidon-spa
https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/83940
http://www.greaterspringfield.com.au/health/health-city/
https://theurbandeveloper.com/articles/maha-sinnathambys-52-hectare-health-city-vision-for-greater-springfield-
https://www.greaterspringfield.com.au/health/mater-health-services/
https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects/Ipswich-to-Springfield-Public-Transport-Corridor-Study
https://www.ipswichfirst.com.au/ipswich-on-board-with-fast-rail-network/
https://riverviewestate.com.au


Ipswich Education 

Ipswich students can look forward to a bright 
future based on education with two university 
campuses, some of Queensland’s oldest and 
most prestigious secondary schools and a 
tradition of job-focused vocational education. 
The city’s comparative advantage is a knowledge 
intensive workforce focused on its key industries.

Education City is part of the Springfield master 
plan which has grown to include 11 schools, 
the University of Southern Queensland, TAFE 
Queensland South West and a variety of other 
learning institutions. Education City offers a 
fully integrated educational experience to nearly 
15,000 students learning in Greater Springfield.

Education City 

Springfield Sports Complex The Reserve Lions Stadium 

North Ipswich Sports Precinct

A business case is being developed for the 
potential 20,000-seat Sports & Entertainment 
Precinct, with the opportunity to examine the 
feasibility of integral infrastructure in the Ipswich 
region for the 2032 Olympic bid.

A new $70M, 10,000-seat stadium is being built 
in Springfield Central as the home base for the 
Brisbane Lions. 1,000 jobs will be created during 
construction and completion is due in 2021.

The $56.2M Springfield Central Sporting Complex 
opened in 2019. The 22.5ha precinct features 4 
mixed-use ovals, 16 netball courts, 8 sports fields, 
8 tennis courts, 3 clubhouses and a playground.

Education 
& Sport

“North Ipswich Reserve Sports & Entertainment 
Precinct would provide a vital piece of community 
infrastructure & a focal point for the sporting 
community, provide ongoing opportunity to attract 
& secure high profile events, & would stimulate 
investment that would promote economic growth, 
employment opportunities & secure critical 
transport infrastructure for the region,”
 
- Community, Cultural & Economic Development GM Ben Pole

2 x USQ
University of Southern 

Queensland
Ipswich & 

Springfield 

Campuses2 x TAFE
TAFE Queensland 

South West

https://www.tiq.qld.gov.au/invest/regional-investment-opportunities/ipswich-region/
https://www.greaterspringfield.com.au/education/
https://shapeyouripswich.com.au/north-ipswich-reserve-sports-and-recreational-precinct
https://www.lions.com.au/news/560392/final-renders-of-the-reserve-community-arena-at-springfield-revealed-before-construction-commences
https://www.greaterspringfield.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/SLC_Sports-FactSheet.pdf
https://www.ipswichfirst.com.au/tell-us-what-you-think-of-a-proposed-new-north-ipswich-sports-stadium-and-entertainment-precinct/
https://www.usq.edu.au/about-usq
https://www.usq.edu.au/about-usq/locations
https://tafeqld.edu.au/courses/study-locations/greater-brisbane/index.html?
https://riverviewestate.com.au


Ipswich CBD

Redevelopment

Redbank Military Vehicle 

Centre of ExcellenceCitiswich 

Business Park

RAAF Base 

Amberley

Ipswich Hospital 

Expansion

Future 

Passenger 

Rail Extension

Swanbank 

Enterprise

Park

Greater Springfield
Masterplan

Willowbank 

Industrial Park

Ripley 

Town Centre

RAAF Base Amberley

$565M in direct regional expenditure p.a.

$1.3 Billion
in new investment from Federal Gov

supports 7,400 local jobs

Redbank Military Centre

40yr contract creating 450 jobs  p.a.

$5.2 Billion 
11.1ha Land 400 Phase 2 Project 2020

$1 Billion to the economy in 

the first 10 years

Ripley Town Centre

40ha Priority Development Area including:

$1.5 Billion Masterplan

$40 Million Stage 1 
Completed in 2018, Stage 2 in planning

Greater Springfield

creation target 2030

$17 Billion       $85 Billion
Project investment 

spending to date

52,000 Job       115,000 People

Project investment 

on completion

forecasted for 2036

Citiswich Business Park

330 staff and $170 Million turnover

$1 Billion 
$100+ Million in new development

New $50 Million Costco

Willowbank Industrial

long term supply of industrial land

Future Major Industrial Precinct  
Total Project: 560ha | Stage 1: 100ha

Stage 1: 2,500 jobs by 2035 

Swanbank Enterprise Park

492ha future industrial heartland

15,000 jobs 
total capacity forecasted to create 

$300 Million estimated total value 

Ipswich Redevelopment

highly sought-after destination by 2021

$250 Million 
Nicholas St: new library, civic plaza

retail, dining & entertainment

CBD 
Project

Ipswich Health Precinct

largest sector employing 11,000+ people

$146.3 Million  
Stage 1A (3 stages) construction 2020

2,500 new jobs by 2039

Future Passenger Rail 

TMR has planned and preserved land

$1.4 Billion 
Springfield to Ipswich, 
via Redbank Plains & Ripley

9 new stations Future Priority Project

Collingwood

Park

Bellbird

Park

Goodna

Riverview

Karalee

Redbank 

Plains

Ripley

Deebing

Heights

South Ripley

Carole 

Park

Yamanto

Willowbank

Walloon
North Ipswich

Redbank

Wacol

Bundamba

Raceview

Brisbane
West Map

https://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/icc/publications/defence-ipswich-strategic-summary/
http://www.dsdmip.qld.gov.au/projects/milvehcoe.html
https://ripleytowncentre.com.au/vision/
https://www.greaterspringfield.com.au/town-centre-plan/
https://www.citiswich.com.au
https://industrial.edq.com.au/Future-industrial-estate-releases
https://www.avid.com.au/development/swanbank-enterprise-park-ipswich-qld/
https://www.nicholasst.com.au
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.ipsw-shapeyouripswich.files/9815/9366/4562/20062020_West_Moreton_Health_Fact_Sheet_Masterplan.pdf
https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects/Ipswich-to-Springfield-Public-Transport-Corridor-Study
https://riverviewestate.com.au

